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Overview
Tables store data imported from a .CSV format and copied and is then available for use by many operations such as showing coloured value ranges in thematic map, point locations, territories and so on.
In Postcode Express the table imported becomes your current, and only, table to select from in any operation that prompts for a table.

In Postcode Professional the table is added to the list of tables able to be selected from for any operation that prompts for a table.

Normally a table name shown in this list has the same name as the imported file so it is recommended to keep names unique and with a reasonable length to fit within typical list widths so you can correctly select the required table.

When a table is imported it replaces the contents of any previous table of the same name if one exists.

A table is kept until specifically deleted, or, in the case of Postcode Express, any other table is imported which means any existing table is automatically deleted and replaced.

File Format

A CSV file intended for import should be as simple as possible with single header record as very first line with comma separating names of all columns followed by as many records as needed for the data itself without any blank lines.

The header record names all the columns which are then available for selection in lists when a table selection is made.

There is a 31 character limit in the column naming scheme but it is recommended for (much) shorter names to be used to fit within typical list width limitations and for convenient selection.

There is no particular limit on the content of a column name, and spaces are allowed, but short meaningful names will always be the best choice if possible.

If 2 or more columns have the same name, due to them being defined that way in the header record, or due to truncation of excessive length, then they will still be presented in original order in any list, eg 2nd and (say) 5th even if showing the same name and the correct intended column is used when selected.

Typically the list width limitation will appear to truncate column names before the database limit of 31 applies so again the recommendation is to keep names relatively short but meaningful and unique.

If creating the CSV from within Excel with the File|Save|As option be aware that Excel sometimes places extraneous records at the end of your actual data which may, or may not generate warnings or faults, depending on the actual situation.

You may elect to edit the saved CSV file in a text editor such as Notepad, Wordpad, Word or other similar text application in that case.
Importing
Use menu option Table|Add|From File which will prompt for a CSV file using the standard windows file browse and select window.

In Postcode Professional there is a script equivalent to import a table to automate regular table importing.

Once the CSV file is selected an analysis of the table is done from scanning and confirming total column widths and then the following window appears..
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This will confirm the total number of records and columns which should match expectations.
The only required selection is to confirm which column is the postcode column so the records can be related to maps and vice versa. If it is a reasonable name, eg postcode, pc, zip and so on it will be preselected for you, otherwise you will required to nominating the column by selecting it.
The suburb name column is optionally used  by Postcode Professional optional for more precise point location and need only be selected if you have a suburb name field related to your postcode field such that postcode + suburb are expected to be a valid combination, eg Dee Why, 2099 
Press ‘Import table’ to proceed.
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