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Overview

Postcode Express and Postcode Professional contain a selectable & zoomable postcode map layer as well as other map details.

The map can be used to create territories by zooming into regions, selecting postcodes of interest, and saving them as colour coded and named territories which can be exported for sharing with other applications.

The map can also be used to show information in an existing table, eg by colour coding postcodes by value,  colour coding by territory and region, or as dots.

Tables

A table is imported into the software using the .CSV file format, which is typically a “Save As” from Excel.

The table format should be a single header record as the first record naming the columns and then the data immediately following.

There are no particular limits to the number of records or columns but it is recommended to keep column names to less than 15 characters for uniqueness and fitting within typical list widths and other visible controls.

The table can contain any data at all, but the minimum content requirement is a Postcode column so records in the table can be related to the map.

An additional, optional, column is a Suburb name column (if relevant and only used for point display) for more precise positioning of records-as-points compared to Postcode alone.

To import the table us the menu option Table|Add|From file and a standard windows file selection dialogue will appear.

After confirming the .CSV file the application will prompt for confirmation of the Postcode column.
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Normally the software will preselect the postcode column if it has common names like PC,Postcode,Zip and so on, but if necessary confirm the name from the list of names gathered from the header record.

Remember the Suburb Name column is only needed for finer precision point display, if desired.

Press Import Table to import the table into the software.

The nominated Postcode column is strictly checked for validity, that is 3 or 4 digit numeric only and also valid.

If there are any problems then a warning dialogue is shown.

[image: image3.png]Rec 249: ** REJECTED ** Na such postcode
[Rec 249: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode
Rec 323: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode "2407"

Rec 599: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode "2838"

Rec 1081: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode "3693"
Rec 1290: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode "4052
Rec 2041: ** REJECTED ** No such postcode "6085"
Rec 2N55: * REIFCTEN ** No cuch nstrade 7112
Copy | Save s.

accurs once.

Help





The import has still been successful, except any such records cannot be used for mapping purposes.

You can choose to ignore the warnings and use the rest of the data which is no problem, or return to the original file and make corrections until a clean import is the result.

Basic table operations - showing values on map

If you have numerical values in a table, or want to show the table using postcode counts, then use the menu option Map|Values|Add which will display the following options dialogue:
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1. Select the table

2. Select the column containing values to map.

This column must contain numerical content only. (hint: if table contains no value column, eg might be straight customer listing, then select the Postcode column and automatic summing by +1 will be calculated for you to give by-postcode total).

3. If a custom legend exists (typically from prior use) then select that to be used in preference to default ranges and colours

4. Press Map Now to generate the map
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Depending on current options a legend window will be opened relating colour codes to value ranges and the map will be zoomed to show the extent that the mapped data covers.

The legend window is used to change the number of ranges, value thresholds and colours assigned and also to save these as custom settings to be used at any future time.

Basic table operations - showing territories on map

If you have a territory name or identifier in a column assigned to each postcode and want to build and show table as uniquely colour coded regions on a map then use the menu option Territory|Save As|From Table which will display the following options dialogue:
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1. Select the table

2. Select the column containing the territory identifer. 

This column can contain any content such as names, number or mix. As the this content is used as basis of filename certain characters such as slash “\” and so on are filtered and substituted in the name for safer characters, eg  underscore “_”

When this column is selected the unique content of the column is displayed in the preview list below confirming the territory names that will be created. Clicking on any territory name will give a count of how many records that name appears in the table.

3. Press Generate Now to do the building and display on map.
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The map can be displayed and zoomed to any region with legend information as well.
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Basic table operations - showing points on map (Professional only)
If you have a table you want to show as independent point layer on top of any current map then use the menu option Map|Points|Add which will show the following window dialogue:
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Simply select the table to be displayed and press Add As Points and will be added to the current map using the current default symbol.

On mouseover on any point a label is shown using the columns from the record of the table the point represents.
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Note 1: The current point symbol used in this operation is defined by Edit|Options then selecting Point Symbol from the list then selecting the desired symbol type.

Note 2: If the table selected was imported with “suburb” column selected then then postcode+suburb pair is used to match and give more accurate point location than just postcode alone which is the default location method and which varies in precision depending on the size of the postcode.

Point operations – changing symbol according to type and filtering points on map (Professional only)

After a point layer has been established by Map|Points|Add a table is associated with this layer and which can be used to systematically change symbol type as well as filter for only those types selected from a given column of that table.
Map|Points|Add will show the entire contents of the table using the single default symbol as per the following example.
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Use the menu option Map|Points|Show to show columns of the current point table and options for selection and display and to selectively filter and display point types.
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The columns from the table are displayed in the left hand list, clicking on any column gives the unique content in the middle list. 

Clicking on any entry in the middle list and pressing “->>” will copy that to the right hand list which will then determine the filter for displaying only those categories
For example only wanting to show types A,B,C click on each in turn and copy over to the right hand list. If you wish to also change the symbol type for each entry then click on that entry and then click on the symbol graphic to then select from symbol picker and press Accept to use that symbol type.
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When all required types are selected, and any optional symbol displays defined, then press Update Map to make changes to the point display.
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Make more symbol changes as needed while the dialogue window is up then press Close when finished.

Territory Editing – clicking on map to add or remove postcodes

Use menu Territory|Edit|Add or Remove which displays the following dialogue
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If you want to:

· Edit a single territory

1. Select name from first list

2. Select Add or Remove option

3. Every map click on any postcode will Add or Remove that postcode from that territory

4. Press Close when finished editing

· Edit 2 territories at once, typically to remove from one while adding to the other but options exist for several combinations. The typical single add/remove scenario is detailed below
1. Select name from first list

2. Select Add or Remove option (eg Add)
3. Select name from second list
4. Select Add or Remove option (eg Remove)
5. Every map click on any postcode (in above example) will Add that postcode to first territory and Remove from second at the same time.

6. Press Close when finished editing

Territory Editing – changing drawing style

Use menu option Territory|Edit|Style to bring up the following dialogue,
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Click on the territory name to be edited fron the dropdown list and the current style will be displayed. 

Then click on the graphic display to bring up the colour chooser to change colour.
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Press or Cancel to make no changes or Ok after selecting or defining the new colour required and the territory style will be updated on the dialogue and any current map display.
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Once changed the change has immediate effect and the relevant territory file is updated so keeps this style from now on unless changed again.
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